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ABSTRACT: 



PURPOSE: To optimize the start and the end of an automatic braking process 
while braking a vehicle by calculating a threshold value of a brake pedal 
actuation speed by multiplying a fixed threshold value and at least one factor, 
and by calculating the factor in relation to an amount representative of a 
vehicle driving state. 

CONSTITUTION: In order to decide a threshold value Seff of actuation speeds 
vB in a brake pedal 1 0 of a vehicle, an excess of the threshold value Seff is 
used as a single switch-on criterion for triggering of an automatic braking 
process. After the automatic brake process is triggered, a brake pressure that 
is greater than a brake pedal obtained from a brake pedal position is built up 
automatically to define the actuation speeds vB of a fixed threshold value 81 . 
Here, the fixed threshold value 81 is multiplied by at least one factor to 
calculate the threshold value Seff. On the other hand, a factor f is 
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calculated in relation to an amount representative of a vehicle driving state. 
A strain gauge 2 for composing a force-measuring device 1 is arranged on the 
brake pedal 1 0. The strain gauge 1 permits detection of actuation force Kb 
applied to the brake pedal, and the automatic braking process is ended when 
predetermined threshold value Ks of force is exceeded. 
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